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Relating to the 


__ Offered to the Members of this pre:ent 


PARLIAMEN YT. 


-I 3 Hajeities High Commiltioner having Declared, at the 
opening of this Selfion of Parhi2ment, that he was fully inftruct- 
cd for paſſing an At tor opening of the Mint, and regulating all 
: matters relating thereunto ; in purſuance of which , there hath 
been ſeveral Propoſals offered to His Grace, and Lords of the Arrticles, 
concerning a free Coynage 3 which Propoſals: have been fully confidered 
by the Lords of the Articles, and ſevera] times reterred by their Lord(hips 
to Committees,and Sub-Commitees: Thereafter the Commitee of Articles 
was appointed to form the foreſaid Propoſals into an A& of Parliament z 
Which A& hath been two ſeveral times Confidered, and fully Debated 
Firſt, by the Committee,and then by the Articles « and 1s now Voted 
and Approved by their Lord{hips: The Subſtance and Meaning of which 
AR is, That the Eſtates of Parliament, do ofer to His MHajefty twelve 
ſhillings Scots for each Ounce of Bullion formerly payed by the Merchands, 
upon the feveral Commodities mentioned. in, and EnadGed by the Eighth 
AQ of the fir{t Seſſion, ſecond Parliament,King Charles the Second; which 
Twelve Pence per Ounce is to be payed 1n all time coming to His Majeſty, 
for ſupporting the Charge of a free Coynage, and paying the Officers 
Fees, and defraying other Expences of the Mint: This Impofition will a- 
mount yearly to the Sum of Two Thoufand and Five Hundred PoundSter- 
ling - And by this AG, the aforeſaid Eighth Atofthe firſt Seſſion , ſecond 
Parliament King Charles the Second.,is tobe Reſcinded and Annulled : And 
this Impoſition is ſo appropriated, and ſet apart for a free Coynage, and the 

uſe of the Mint, that 1t cannot be applyed to any other uſe. 
. The Conditions of a free Coynage are, That any Merchant or other 
Perfon within this Kingdom ſhall import any Bullion or Silver into His 
Majefties Mint to be Coyned, and paſt His CH ajeſties Frons, of the fine- 
nefs of Eleven Deniers aud two Grains, (which is equal to the Standard of 
finenefs in England) the Merchant or other Importer of Bullion into the 
fu, | Mint, 
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Mint, is to have out again, and delivered to him by the Officers of the 
Mint, of the ſame Fineneſs, Weight for Weight, within Twenty Days 
after the bringing in thereof to the Mint, without being lyable to any 
manner of Charge or Expence whatſoever, for Ellaying, Melting, and 
Coyning of the ſaid Silver ; And it any Silver fo Imported be Finer than. 
che Standard aforeſaid, the Officers of the Mint are by this AQ obliged 
to ſatisfie fully the Merchant or Importer for the ſame 3 And if the taid 
Silver to be Imported, ſhall prove Worle upon Ellay then the Standard 
aforeſaid, in that Caſe, the Merchant, or Importer, is to give ſich Allow- 
ance to the Cflicers of the Mint, as may make the ſame equal to the Stan- 
dard, And the Officers of the Mint are further Obliged, under the Fe- 
nalty of loſing their Offices, not to refuſe any Quantities that ſhall be ot- 
fered to them by the Merchants or others 3 They are allo exprelly oblig- 
ed not to prefer any one Merchant or Importer of Bullion to anotker in 
the delivery of the Moneys to be Coyned by them, but are obliged to 
keep an exact Record of the Entries of all the Silver which ſh.}ll be 
brought in to the Mint, and to deliver out the ſ:me accordingly at the 
pretixed Time aforeſaid 5 And if the Officers of the Mint ſhall do other- 
ways,they are lyable for the value of the Money, and for Coft,Skaith, and 
Dammage beſide, they being obliged to give a Note or Receipt of the 
Silver at the Entry, wherein the Date, Weight, and Finenels is Marked, 
bearing a Clauſe of Regiſtration, upon which the Merchants or Importers 
of Bullion may have Legal Execution againſt the Othcers of the Mint, 
Any Silver that ſhall be bronght into the Mint, 1s Declared by t]1s At to 
be free of all Confiſcation, Fortaulture, Seifure, Stop, or Reſtraint, upon 
any account whatſoever, Publick, or Private, but that the fame ſhall be 
Re-delivered in Coyned Money to the In-bringer at the Time aforelaid, 
or to his Heirs, or Afſigneys. And to the end that His Majeftzes Subjces 
may be Certiorated what Quantities of Silver are Coyned Weekly or 
Monthly, there is a Book to be kept in the Mint, wherem the ſeveral 
Entries of the Silver are to be Recorded, which Book 1s to be patent to all 
who ſhall pleaſe to look upon it. It is thought fit for ſeveral Reaſons, 
That the Species of Coyn to be Fabricated for the future within this 
Kingdom, ihall be Three Pound, Fourty Shilling, Twenty Shilling, 
Ten Shilling, and Five Shilling Scots Pieces, which Specics are to 
be Lettered or Grained round the Edges, conform to the ſeveral Sizes. 
And for the greater Encouragement of Merchants and others to Import 
Bullion into the Kingdom, the particular Weight of the ſeveral Species are 
ſo calculated, that the Merchant or Importer of Bullion will have Five 


per Cens, of Advantage upon the Weight of the Money, it being <qual in 


in Fineneſs with that of Ezgland,and Five per Cert. worſe as to the Weight 
of every particular Species above mentioned, which is thus, The Ounce 
of Standard-Silver of Eleven Deniers, Two Grains kne,is valued at Three 
Pound, Three Shillings Scots the Ounce 3 and by conſcquence augments 
the value of Silver to the Merchants, to be. worth nm Coyned Money, 
Three Pounds, Six Shillings, One Penny, and Eight Tenth-parts of a 
Penny 3 And by this Rule, a Three Pound Scots peice will weigh Treene 
ty One Deniers, Eighteen Grains, Ten Primes, Eighteen Seconds, accor- 
ding to the Mint Denomination of the Weights, and according to the 
ordmary Denomination Fourteen Drops, Eighteen Grains, and One T bird 
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of a Grains The Fourty-ſoilliog-picce Weighs, according to the Mint-De-+ 
nominaion, Fourteen Demers, twelve Grams, icven Primes, four Seconds; 
and according to the ordinary Denomination, the Fourty-ſhilling-piece 
will weigh Nine Drops, Twenty Four Grains, and fo proportionably all 
the other ſmaller Species. lt 1sto be obſerved, that the difference of De- 
nomination mukes no cifterence in the real Quantity and Weight ofa 
Pound , firce a Pound Weight of the Pile of Weights in His Mauje#tecs 
Mint, which was made in 1he Tower of London by Contra&, fince the Unt- 
on of the two Kingdoms under one Monarch, and is the ſame with thar, 
commonly uſed by Merchants, though otherwite divided; for the Ounce in 
the Mint is divided into twenty four Denters, every Denier into twenty 
four Grains, every Grain into twenty four Primes, andevery Prime in- 
to twenty four Seconds, &c. And the ordinary Ounce uſed by the Mer- 
chants,is divided into ſixteen Drop,and every Drop into thirty ſix Grains; 


and yet a Grain ofthe Mint Denomination,is equal in Weight to a Grain 


of the ordinary Denomination, the Merchant 1s to bave. out from the 
Officers of the Mint for every Ounce of Standard Silver he gives in, Three 
Pound Six Shillings, One Penny, and Eight Tenth Partsof a Penny Scots 
in value, and for each pound weight of Standard-Silver, fifty two pounds 
cighteen ſhillings, four pennies, and eight ten parts of a penny Scots; and 
for each lone weight of Standard-Silver he gives 1n, he will receive oat 
eight hundred fourty fix pounds, fourteen ſhillings , four pennies Scots in 
value, according to the abatement of five per cet of weight aforeſaid x 
Thar is to fay, If he will receive his Money by Iale, or tcllit over when 
he has received it by weight, he will ind fo much Money 10 value as is 
above-mentioned in cvery ſtone, pound, and ounce weight of Standard. 
Silver, delivered in by htm to the Officers of the Mints There will be 
in a pound weight ofStandard-Silver, ſeventeen T hree-poundepieces, one 
Twenty-ſhilling-plece, one Ten-ſmlling-piece, oneFrve-ſilling-piece,and 
a Fraction of three Shilling, four penmes Scots over. . There will bein a 
pound weight twenty fix Fourty-ſhilling-ptcces, one Ten-{hilling-piece, 
one Five-ſhilling-piece, and a Frattion of three ſhilling four pennies Scots 
over. There will be ina pound weight of Silver, fifty two Twenty-ſhilling- 


pieces, one Ten-ſhilling- piece, onefive ſhilling piece, and a Fraction ofthree. 


ſhilling four pennies Scots over. There will be 1n a pound weight of Silver, 


one hundred and fiveTenr-ſhilling-pieces,one Five-{billing-piece,and a Fra- 
ction of three {þ1lling four penniesScetsover. There will bein a pound weight 


of Silver, rwo hundred and eleven Five-fhilling ptcces, and a Fraction of 
three ſhilling four pennies Scots over. The Officers of the Mint are by 


this AF exprefly diſcharged to worke upon Remedies : But if any of the 


two bigger-ſpecies ſha]l tall out by chance, to be two Grains heavier, or 
Iighter,then the true Standard of weight above-ſpectiedz and in the fame 
manner, If the three leſler ſpecies fall out accidentally, tobe one Grain 
heavier or lighter, then their true Standard of Weight, The Officers of 
the Mint are not to be quarrelled for the ſame; and it any ſuch accident 
fall out of the above-named ſpecies, being heavier or lighter, as ſaid is, 
It can be no diſadvantage to the Merchant, or Importer, or to the Kings 
dom in general, ſince the Officers of the Mint are expreſly obliged 
to give out weight for weight, and can make no advantage by theſe 
Grains of Remedy of the weight, In ke manner, It it ſhall fall out by 

chance, 


HEY. 


chance, That the Money ſhall be a Grain finer or courſer than the Stan- 


dard , upon every twelve ounces weight of Silver, The Officers of rhe 


Mint are not to be quarrelled for the ſame, nor to haveany advantage by 
the ſaid Remedies, they being expreſly obliged to Record the ſame, and 
to compt for them in Exchequer yearly, According to this abatement of 
five per cenr, The Money to be Coyned of the ſeveral ſpecies of Weight 
aforeſaid, will be ſome-what better than the Merk-pieces now current in 
this Kingdom, at the rate of fourteen ſhilling the piece, conform to the 
late Exaltation of the ſaid Merk-pieces, and will be more proporticnable 
to the intrinſick value of the ſeveral forts of Forraign Coyn now current 

in this Kingdom. And beſides, That this will encourage the Importation of 
Silver into thisCountrey, and thereby encourage Our Export, it will keep 

a great ſtock of Money within this Kingdom, and be otherwiſe very ad- 

vantagiousto the Intereſt of Trade , and the Countrey in general - The 

remainder ofthis A& contains ſeveral Regulations ofthe Officers, and Offices 

of the Mint, for preventing of Malverſations therein, and the Security of 
His Majeſties Leidges in all time coming. | 
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